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A Taste of the Orient pays homage to the scholars and collectors of Aix-en-Provence 
and its surrounding area who, from the time of Nicolas Fabri de Peiresc during the 
reign of Louis XIII to Arsene Roux in Morocco at the beginning of the 20th century, 

have tried to understand the societies and the history of the Mediterranean world, 
through objects and through the nature of the very different languages spoken in 

this huge area.

These scholars, like Peiresc and Fauris de Saint-Vincens in Aix-en-Provence, 
accumulated archaeological and cultural objects and documents from the 

Mediterranean Basin, to try and understand the world from these fragments that 
constituted the collections that fuelled their studies. 

Auguste Pecoul, who was particularly generous to the museums and the library in 
Aix-en-Provence, belonged to this group of erudite, “sedentary” scholars.

Others, on the other hand, enjoyed the experience of travel, such as the botanist 
Joseph Pitton de Tournefort, the great Provence Orientalist, or Doctor Clot-Bey, or 

the architect Pascal Coste. 
They produced bodies of knowledge in the form of works about linguistics which 

were also scientific, notebooks about their travels, or pages of drawings suitable for 
the widest distribution. Their knowledge was acquired through experience in the 

field.

All of them have passed a scientific heritage on to us, and entrusted us with 
collections that, throughout their history, give us a representation of the landscapes, 

peoples and cultures of the Mediterranean. 
These significant objects certainly bring this Orient closer to us, and remain 

accessible to be seen in our museums and libraries. It is to make this re-discovery 
that the exhibition welcomes you. 

The displays invite you to find out how a scholarly discipline like Orientalism arose 
from the 17th century onwards, and what the specific contributionwas of the 

Orientalists of Provence, whose historical identity is closely linked to the 
Mediterranean.

Cité du Livre – Bibliothèque Méjanes
8/10 rue des Allumettes

13098 Aix-en-Provence CEDEX 2
+33 (0)4 42 91 98 88

From 22 June to 15 September 2013

Tuesday-Saturday, :  10.00am-7.00pm
Late opening Wednesday 10.00am-9.00pm

Free admission



Special opening

with the exhibition curators
Sunday 15 September from 10.00am to 6.00pm

Late opening Saturday 14 September until 9.00pm

Visits

Guided visits (french)
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday at 5.30pm

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Free admission

Guided visits (english)
Thursday (in English)at 5.30pm

Group Visits
on request

contact +33 (0)4 42 91 98 88
emilie.francez@gmail.com

Exhibition extras
Virtual exhibition, programme of stories, calligraphy, lectures etc.

For further details, see: http://goutdelorient.citedulivreaix.com

Contacts
Aurélie BOSC, Curator

boscau@mairie-aixenprovence.fr
+33 (0)4 42 91 98 61

Ingrid ASTRUC, Exhibition assistant
astruci@mairie-aixenprovence.fr




